


Table 2: Neonatal outcomes in the matched sample (n = 16,586) and by gestational age group.
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	All gestational ages

	Gestational age <  28 weeks
	Gestational age ≥  28 weeks

	
	Exposed (n=8,293)
	Unexposed (n=8,293)
	
	Exposed (n=2,513)
	Unexposed (n=2,513)
	
	Exposed (n=5,780)
	Unexposed (n=5,780)
	

	
	n (%)
	n (%)
	Odds ratio (95% CI)
	n (%)
	n (%)
	Odds ratio (95% CI)
	n (%)
	n (%)
	Odds ratio (95% CI)

	Severe NEC1 
	277 (3.3)
	345 (4.2)
	0.80 (0.72-0.89)
	219 (8.7)
	247 (9.8)
	0.88 (0.82-0.93)
	58 (1.0)
	98 (1.7)
	0.59 (0.47-0.73)

	NNAP defined NEC2
	360 (4.6)
	428 (5.6)
	0.82 (0.75-0.90)
	248 (10.4)
	268 (11.4)
	0.90 (0.85-0.96)
	112 (2.1)
	160 (3.0)
	0.69 (0.60-0.79)

	Pragmatically defined NEC2
	518 (6.3)
	643 (7.8)
	0.79 (0.70-0.89)
	367 (14.9)
	401 (16.2)
	0.90 (0.83-0.99)
	151 (2.6)
	242 (4.2)
	0.61 (0.53-0.71)

	Late onset sepsis
	896 (10.8)
	951 (11.5)
	0.94 (0.90-0.97)
	615 (24.5)
	636 (25.3)
	0.96 (0.94-0.97)
	281 (4.9)
	315 (5.4)
	0.89 (0.81-0.97)

	Survival to discharge 
	8,013 (96.6)
	7,813 (94.2)
	1.76 (1.65-1.88)
	2,288 (91.0)
	2,122 (84.4)
	1.87 (1.74-2.02)
	5,725 (99.0)
	5,691 (98.5)
	1.63 (1.41-1.89)

	Survival without severe NEC
	7,846 (94.6)
	7,602 (91.7)
	1.60 (1.48-1.72)3
	2,159 (85.9)
	1,979 (78.8)
	
	5,687 (98.4)
	5,623 (97.3)
	

	Survival without severe NEC or late onset sepsis
	7,591 (91.5)
	7,344 (88.6)
	1.40 (1.31-1.50)3
	1,978 (78.7)
	1,807 (71.9)
	
	5,613 (97.1)
	5,537 (95.8)
	

	Survival without NNAP NEC2
	7,278 (93.0)
	6,943 (89.4)
	1.56 (1.46-1.66)3
	1,997 (83.3)
	1,803 (75.1)
	
	5,281 (97.2)
	5,140 (95.7)
	

	Severe brain injury
	575 (6.9)
	711 (8.6)
	0.79 (0.75-0.85)3
	379 (15.1)
	478 (19.0)
	
	196 (3.4)
	233 (4.0)
	

	Treated retinopathy of prematurity2,4[live n]
	345 (4.3) [8,101]
	309 (3.9) [7,907]
	1.09 (1.03-1.17)3
	314 (13.4) [2,347]
	279 (12.8) [2,188]
	
	31 (0.5) [5,754]
	30 (0.5) [5,719]
	

	Bronchopulmonary dysplasia2,4 [live n]
	2,622 (32.8%) [7,991]
	2,396 (30.7%) [7,818]
	1.11 (1.06-1.15)3
	1,564 (68.1) [2,296]
	1,449 (67.7) [2,140]
	
	1,058 (18.6) [5,695]
	947 (16.7) [5,678]
	

	Severe bronchopulmonary dysplasia2,4 [live n]
	119 (1.5) [7,991]
	166 (2.1) [7,818]
	0.70 (0.66-0.74)3
	85 (3.7) [2,296]
	123 (5.8) [2,140]
	
	34 (0.6) [5,695]
	43 (0.8) [5,678]
	

	Time to full feeds (days) Median (IQR)
	12.0 (10.0-16.0)
	13.0 (10.0-18.0)
	0.90 (0.87-0.92)3
	16 (13-22)
	19 (14-28)
	
	12 (9-14)
	12 (9-15)
	


Shaded boxes represent outcomes that were not tested in subgroup analyses to reduce the possibility of type 1 errors.
1 Analyses of the primary outcome are not adjusted for multiple testing.
2 Rates of missing data in the matched sample: NNAP defined NEC = 6.4%, Pragmatically defined NEC = 1.2%, Survival without any NEC = 6.0%, Treated ROP = 3.5%, Bronchopulmonary dysplasia = 4.7%, Severe bronchopulmonary dysplasia = 4.7%, Time to full feeds = 4.4%. Percentages in the table calculated using number with non-missing data as the denominator.
3 Significant at the 5% level after correcting for multiple testing i.e. uncorrected p-value was less than 0.63%  (5%/8)
4 Because these outcomes are assessed after birth, the denominators for percentages reflect the number of infants alive at the corrected gestational age when the outcome would normally be assessed. For retinopathy of prematurity first assessment would be at the later of 31 weeks corrected gestational age or 4 weeks after birth. For bronchopulmonary dysplasia assessment would be at 36 weeks corrected gestational age. The numbers of infants alive at the anticipated assessment date, with non-missing outcome data, are shown in square brackets. 






