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Table I: Detection of HTLV RNA by nested PCR in plasma of HTLV infected patients
	Clinical status
	Gender
	Ethnic origin
	Proviral load in lymphocytes (median and range)
	Total patients
	Patients with a positive nested PCR in plasma

	Asymptomatic carriers (AC)
	4 M, 23 F
	19 black Caribbean, 3 black African, 3 white, 2 others
	2.65 (0.001-27.99)
	27
	9 (33%)

	HAM/TSP
	3 M, 14 F
	13 black Caribbean, 1 black African, 2 white, 1 others
	7.03 (3.34-14.31)
	17
	6 (29%)

	ATLL
	5 M, 9 F
	14 black Caribbean
	23.57 (0.71-132.41)
	14
	3 (21%)

	HIV coinfection
	1 M, 1 F
	1 black Caribbean, 1 black African
	55.81 (42.9-68.71)
	2
	0

	Neurological disease other than HAM/TSP
	1 M, 1 F
	1 black Caribbean, 1 white
	2.67 (0.01-5.32)
	2
	0

	Polymyositis
	1 M, 1 F
	2 black Caribbean
	8.46 (1.31-15.61)
	2
	0

	Strongyloides stercoralis
	F
	black Caribbean
	5.08
	1
	0

	Totals
	15 M, 50 F
	51 black Caribbean, 5 black African, 6 white, 3 others
	-
	65
	18 (28%)







