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19th September 1937 – 2 December 2022
 
Prof Daniel Catovsky was trained in Argentina and graduated at from the Medical University of Buenos Aires (Argentina) in 1961.  He moved to London in 1967 with his wife, Prof Julia Pollack, and their daughter Mina. Subsequently Daniel and Julia had two boys, Sebastian and Michael. Daniel joined the Hammersmith Hospital/Royal Postgraduate Medical School as a  Research fellow in 1967 and, in 1976, became Honorary Consultant Physician/Senior Staff Member at the Medical Research Council MRC Leukaemia Unit under Professor David Galton. . Colleagues at that time included John Goldman and Sandy Spiers. From 1976 onwards he was a member of the French–American–British (FAB) cooperative group, which had a major impact on the diagnosis and classification of haematological neoplasms.  He In 1987 he had was awarded a Personal Chair in Haematological malignancies Malignancies at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School, Hammersmith Hospitalin 1988. Then Later that year he moved to the Royal Marsden Hospital/Institute of Cancer Research where he set up an Academic Haemato-Oncology Unit, and becamecontinuing as Professor of Haematology until his retirement in 2003. Thereafter when heAfter his retired retirementin 2003 he continued to be fully engaged in research at the Institute of Cancer Research as a Professor Emeritus and Fellow. 
Along Through all these years Daniel had an extraordinary active life encompassing research, teaching and diagnostic and clinical activities. He served as a member, chairman  or leader in many boards such as the Central Institutional Review Board (CRUK) (2003-05); Leukaemia Research Fund Data Monitoring Committee (Chairman 2004-06); Scientific Advisory Board of the CLL Global Research Foundation; Data Monitoring Committee UKCLL2006 trial, Arctic and Admire trials, CLL11 trial, and Parexel independent response review panel; Scientific Advisory Board of the Hairy Cell Leukemia Consortium; National Cancer Research Institute NCRI CLL Trials Steering Committee; Scientific Advisory Committee of the CLL Genome Consortium (Spain); Data Safety Monitoring Board for the German CLL12 trial and CLL13 trial (chairman) and a variety of editorial boards of national and international journals . He coordinated the UK CLL 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 trials. Daniel was President of the British Society of Haematology (1996-1997) and of the European Research Initiative on CLL (ERIC) (2006-2009) and was awarded the BSH Medal for his contributions to British haematology (2000) and the IWCLL Binet-Rai medal for outstanding contributions to CLL research (2005). All hHis work is well reflected in his greater more than 850 pierpeer-review publications, he being the 8th most cited researcher in the field of oncology in clinical medical journals.
Daniel was a remarkable scientist and an excellent clinician.  Most of his work was devoted to CLL and other chronic lymphoid leukaemias. He was a pioneer on of studies of familial CLL and identified and described distinct lymphoid disorders, a relevant issue with implications in the correct diagnosis and management of these patients. His unit was always open to scientists that who came from everywhere in the world, eager at to learning from him. His valuable lessons had and still have a major impact in many units from foreign countriesworldwide.
Besides the scientific and medical skills, Daniel was a remarkable and unforgettable man full of humanity, well reflected on his empathy towards the patients, the fellows and the colleagues. We have lost Daniel but his imprint will remain. Life will would not have not been the same without Daniel him nor will it be the same from now on. A sad loss for theto his family, the to science and to the whole community
.

