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Shortly after the publication of this Letter, it was brought to our attention that the results describing an increase in the rate
of temperature equilibration of electrons and ions due to the inclusion of large-angle collisions in the 2≲ lnΛ≲ 5 regime
were in conflict with the results of molecular dynamics (MD) simulations of the rate of temperature equilibration between
electrons and ions [1–3]. While trying to understand this difference, an error was discovered in the Monte Carlo code in
which the small-angle Coulomb logarithm was incorrectly set when large-angle collisions were included in simulations.
This error causes the strength of small-angle Coulomb collisions to be overestimated when large-angle Coulomb

collisions are included. The removal of this error significantly affects the results on electron-ion temperature equilibration;
with the error corrected, the increase in the rate of equilibration is no longer present. As this error affects only the small-
angle Coulomb collisions, we expect that our results on the generation of knock-on ions, and the distortion away from
Maxwell-Boltzmann distribution functions that they cause, to be broadly correct. However, the main conclusion of the
Letter concerned the increase in electron-ion temperature equilibration due to large-angle collisions. As this increase has
been found to be erroneous, we have decided to retract the Letter.

We thank Andris Dimits, and others at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, for contacting us about the discrepancy
between our results and those of MD simulations which led to our discovery of the coding error.
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