	Table 2. Quality in prognostic studies (QUIPS) risk of bias assessment for included studies

	Study source
	Bias domain

	
	Study participation
	Study attrition
	Prognostic factor measurement
	Outcome measurement
	Study confounding
	Statistical analysis & reporting

	Burgess et al, 2005
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hopwood et al, 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saboonchi et al, 2014
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lam et al, 2012
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hill et al, 2011
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Moreira et al, 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dean, 1987
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bias: Low risk      Moderate risk      High risk             
[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary of the domains of bias assessed by QUIPS: Study participation: sample represents the population of interest on key characteristics. Study attrition: minimal loss to follow-up, not associated with key characteristics. Prognostic factor measurement: adequately measured. Outcome measurement: adequately measured. Study confounding: important confounders are appropriately accounted for. Statistical analysis and reporting: appropriate for the design of the study, limiting potential for presentation of invalid or spurious results.



