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 At school:
• GCSE Spanish +55% 
• Most popular A-level 

6th year running 

  At University:
• Spanish: –27% / –

39%
• Modern Language 

closures: 28+
• IWLP: c 50k 

students

 In STEM: “A powerful carnivore gobbling up the 
other denizens of the academic linguistic grazing 
grounds” (Swales, 1997) 

Act 1: the paradox

• C. 2k language 
students

• C. 380 Spanish 
students

• Language for 

Science degrees

• Placements
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“You’re traying to understand the world better… 
it adds up to that overall – powerful – character 

or personality of a physicist”

Act 2: the evidence

“Learning languages is me”
Sample profile (n=363): 61% male | 45% Engineering, 47% Natural 
Sciences | 42% UK, 37% non-EU | 56% non-English mother tongue

“I like perspective, I like understanding(…) I 
don’t just want to be an engineer”
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Quan Zhou Wu, Instituto 

Cervantes Londres

Act 3: the ecosystem

Competition – Women in Science, 

Consejería de Educación & Women 

SRUK

The Art and Legacy of SRyC, 

SRUK/CERU Neuroscience 

Committee … and forthcoming collaborations.

https://www.kjcc.org/in-residence/quan-zhou/
https://sruk.org.uk/ceru-events/london-opening-exhibition-ramon-y-cajal/
https://sruk.org.uk/ceru-events/london-opening-exhibition-ramon-y-cajal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/latin-america-stemb-network-imperial-college-london/posts/?feedView=all
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