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I would like to congratulate Prof Lievesley on covering such a complex area under �me 
pressure. I agree with much of what is said in the review, however, one place where I 
disagreed was in Recommenda�on 1, the establishment of a Triennial Assembly, which 
seemed to me both to lack ambi�on and to fail to take account of exis�ng mechanisms 
within the Authority. 
 
Let me begin by comparing two descrip�ons: 

(i) “consult widely with statistics users and producers to understand the range of views 
regarding the priorities and data needs for the UK”. 

(ii) “building sustainable relationships and feedback loops between statistics producers, 
users and potential users of statistics and other relevant stakeholders” 

These are almost paraphrases of each other. The first is from Recommenda�on 1 of the 
Review. The second is from the Terms of Reference of the Na�onal Sta�s�cian’s Expert User 
Advisory Commitee (NSEUAC). 
 
My point is that the ONS already has in place a mechanism which will achieve the aims of 
the Assembly. Instead of mee�ng just once every three years, this Commitee already meets 
at least four �mes a year, so permi�ng ongoing and con�nuing feedback of user concerns. 
In contrast, the proposed Assembly would at best permit an intermitent and slow provision 
of informa�on on user concern. Now it may be that there is a lack of general awareness of 
the existence of NSEAUC, but that is a mater of publicity and promo�on, not of crea�ng a 
subop�mal and doubtless costly atempt to replicate its work. Instead an annual conference 
might be used to raise awareness of the existence and role of the Commitee, encouraging 
users to engage with it, so having a con�nuing rather than erra�c benefit on user 
engagement. 
 
Incidentally, the review also says (page 57) “The Na�onal Sta�s�cian’s Expert User Advisory 
Commitee sits across [topics such as Data Ethics and Consumer Price Sta�s�cs] and includes 
representa�on from each of the Commitees.” But that is not right. In fact, members of the 
commitee are now recruited through open adver�sement and include academics, Royal 
Sta�s�cal Society representa�ves, people from commercial opera�ons, and people from 
social enterprise and social research organisa�ons. 
 
So Recommenda�on 1 is a faltering step in the right direc�on: rather than pu�ng in place a 
poor variant of something that already exists, the Authority should build on what it has, 
raising awareness of and accessibility to the exis�ng mechanisms. 
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