
MAIN	  ANALYSIS	   SENSITIVITY	  ANALYSIS	  

Observa3onal	  –	  cohort	  only	   Interven3onal	   Case-‐control	  	  
	  

Duplicates	  
	  Assessment	  criteria	  

St
ro
ng
	  

Hi
gh
ly
	  

su
gg
es
4v

e	  

Su
gg
es
4v

e	  

W
ea
k	  

Summary	  random	  
effect	  –	  P-‐value	  

<10-‐6	   <10-‐6	   <10-‐3	   <0.05	  

P-‐value	  of	  largest	  
study	  

<0.05	   <0.05	   x	   x	  

Number	  of	  cases	   >1000	   >1000	   >1000	   x	  

Heterogeneity	  –	  I2	   <50%	   x	   x	   x	  

95%	  predic4on	  int.	  
excl.	  null	  value	  

Yes	   x	   x	   x	  

Small	  study	  effects	   Nil	   x	   x	   x	  

Excess	  significance	   Nil	   x	   x	   x	  

	  
Assessment	  criteria	  
•  Direc3on	  of	  effect	  
•  Magnitude	  of	  effect	  

(Overlapping	  
confidence	  intervals)	  

	  

	  
Assessment	  criteria	  
•  Direc3on	  of	  effect	  
•  Magnitude	  of	  effect	  

(Overlapping	  CIs)	  
•  Summary	  effect	  (P-‐

value)	  
•  Risk	  of	  bias	  

	  

Main	  results	  

Strong	   Highly	  
sugges4ve	   Sugges4ve	   Weak	   Comparison	  for	  validity	  

	  
Assessment	  
criteria	  

Same	  as	  for	  cohort	  
studies	  only	  

	  


