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This book will be very useful as a textbook for those newly starting in laboratory haematology, both biomedical scientists and physicians. It will be equally useful as a reference book in laboratories when difficult morphological queries arise. It is comprehensive and has high quality illustrations. The book starts with a chapter on how to examine a blood film, followed by one dealing with artefacts and miscellaneous abnormalities. Abnormalities of different cell lineages are then explored systematically, followed by a discussion of individual haematological disorders. A particularly useful section deals with distinguishing between mimics, such as making a distinction between red cell inclusions and a platelet overlying a red cell and distinguishing a pyknotic neutrophil from a nucleated red blood cell.  There is a high level of accuracy (although I did notice a consistent wrong use of a semi-colon in indicating a chromosomal inversion). There are 124 self-evaluation questions, many with photomicrographs, which is a very useful feature. There are no supporting references, which at least means that the book is a mere 280 pages and will not break your bookshelf. However, I would occasionally like to have followed something up. I did not know that smallpox caused an increase in the basophil count – not something one needs to know but of some historical interest.
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